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Direct Impact Solutions

•Technical lead 

•Started with FileMaker 3/6 

•More than 18 years working with the platform
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Direct Impact Solutions
•Founded in Laval, Quebec in 1996. 

•Offices in Quebec, Ontario, United-States and 
France. 

•#1 Platinum Claris partner in Canada, top 5 world-
wide 

•40+ employees including 26 FileMaker Certified 
Developers
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Why this  
presentation on OData?

•The potential of OData sharing 

•My exploration adventure in the OData world 

•But still not an expert at OData ;)
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Part 1
The context
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The context
•A simple CRM to hold contacts, salespersons, 

products, etc. 

• Integrate the CRM in their actual workflow
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The constrains
•Hosted in the cloud, FileMaker Cloud 

•5 office staff, on Windows. Variable number of 
salesperson, all working remotely 

•Continue using an Excel file as a “hub” for other 
documents (proposal, invoice, order) 

•Office365 

•Limited budget, as always…



OData, a replacement for ODBC presented by François Dubé

The high level solution
•Hosted in the cloud, FileMaker Cloud 

•5 FileMaker users 

•Variable external users 

•Excel file/hub on Office365 OneDrive/Sharepoint 

•How data would go from FileMaker to Excel is to be 
defined
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Part 2
Where do I begin?
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Where do I begin?

•List simple solutions: 

•ODBC sharing 

•OData sharing 

•ESS with MySQL



OData, a replacement for ODBC presented by François Dubé

1st solution: ODBC
•Can FM Cloud support ODBC sharing?
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1st solution: ODBC
•Can FM Cloud support ODBC sharing?
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1st solution: ODBC
•Can FM Cloud support ODBC sharing unofficially?
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1st solution: ODBC

•I killed my “happy solution” 

•ODBC will not work
DISCLAIMER 

Nobody was killed 
during this 
process! 

“Happy solution” 
is not a person.
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Part 3
What is OData?
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What is OData?
•“OData (Open Data Protocol) is a […] standard that 

defines a set of best practices for building and 
consuming RESTful APIs.” 

•https://www.odata.org/ 

•Use a standard structure and methods to 
represent and work with data consumed or 
produced by OData applications.
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OData for FileMaker

•Similar to Data API  

•http request/response 

• JSON format 

•Read, modify, delete FileMaker data 

•Execute script
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OData for FileMaker
•Odata can do a little bit more 

•Payload in JSON or XML Atom 

•Update database schema 

•Does not require layout -> use TOC for the 
context 

•Can receive multiple requests in 1 call



OData, a replacement for ODBC presented by François Dubé

OData for FileMaker

•Available on FM Cloud 2 and FileMaker for Linux 

•Not available on Windows 

•Could replace ODBC sharing
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Request example

• To get the list of all tables in a file 

Https://dis.filemaker-cloud.com/fmi/odata/v4/Test_OData

Host name Call the  
OData API

File name
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Other examples
• To get all records from a table 

https://dis.filemaker-cloud.com/fmi/odata/v4/Test_OData/Contacts 

• Append function keywords like $filter and $orderby 

[…]/fmi/odata/v4/Test_OData/Contacts?$filter=city%20eq%20'Laval'

Host name Call the  
OData API

File name Table name
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Response example
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OData for FileMaker
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OData for FileMaker
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OData for FileMaker
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Part 4
The ODBC replacement
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The ODBC replacement
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The ODBC replacement
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The ODBC replacement
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The ODBC replacement
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The ODBC replacement
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OData and FMCloud
•FM Cloud doesn’t use basic auth to authenticate 

to OData API 

•You need your Claris ID, but that’s only the 1st 
requirement 

•2nd step is to get a token through Amazon Cognito 

• The token is only valid for 1 hour 

• FileMaker Server for Linux use basic auth with 
regular user accounts
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud

•https://help.claris.com/en/customer-console-
help/content/create-fmid-token.html
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OData and FM Cloud

•https://www.soliantconsulting.com/blog/data-api-
filemaker-cloud/
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud
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OData and FM Cloud



OData, a replacement for ODBC presented by François Dubé

Part 5
D…. it won’t work…. or it will?
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D…. it won’t work…. or it will?

•I lost the focus, not a viable solution 

•Not simple to put in place 

•Not simple for the end user 

•Don’t really like the 3rd solution 

•Can FileMaker Server for Linux come to the 
rescue?
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D…. it won’t work…. or it will?
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D…. it won’t work…. or it will?
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D…. it won’t work…. or it will?
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To summarize
•Works on Windows version of Excel to create the 

connection and refresh the data, and partially on 
Excel Online 

•Does not work on Mac 

•Works with FileMaker Server for Linux with basic 
authentication (using a local FileMaker account) 

•Does not work with FileMaker Cloud because of the 
authentication type (Claris ID)
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Part 6
Let's continue to explore



OData, a replacement for ODBC presented by François Dubé

Microsoft Power BI
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Microsoft Power BI
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Tableau
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Tableau
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Microsoft Power Automate
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The conclusion

•OData with Basic Auth on FMS Linux -> Yes! 

•Maybe we should wait for FMS on Ubuntu 

•Can we replace ODBC with OData? Yes, but still 
limited
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Thank you!


